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            Busy Bees Kawatiri is an early learning centre in Westport with a big heart and relationships at the forefront of everything we do. We value teachers, children, families and our community as we know everyone's input is so important to ensure we provide holistic learning for our children. We would be delighted to share in your child’s learning journey. You’re welcome to call or visit anytime. We cater for tamariki up to six and are open from 8.30am - 3.00pm Monday to Friday.
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                Whānau love the rich sense of community at Busy Bees Kawatiri, and our curriculum reflects our philosophy for strong relationships. We believe that we have an important part to play in our local Westport community and a very special opportunity to positively impact the lives of our young tamariki in their early stages of development. We love to explore our local Westport community as we believe it helps to enhance tamariki’s knowledge about people, places, things and events.
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                        Our Environment
We are lucky to have a covered outdoor environment which enables children to use this space all year round. Tamariki enjoy looking for gold in the lazy river, climbing the moveable playground, making creations in the sandpit and zooming around the bike track. Within the 2 rooms we encourage and provide opportunities for open-ended play, invitation play, creative play, construction, sensory, imaginative, literacy-focus and numeracy-focus play.
Papura Room (up to 2 years) 
Our Papura Room is based on building loving and trusting bonds between pēpi. Kaiako work closely with whānau to understand children’s cues and develop a routine that supports tamariki natural rhythms. Kaiako utilise sensory play, outdoor exploration, music and movement to create a fun, interactive atmosphere whilst maintaining a focus on the love, care and affection that pēpi need to thrive. Our approach is guided by the uniqueness of each child. We recognise that every child is different, and we strive to meet their individual needs by creating a safe, nurturing, and challenging environment.
Kowhai Room (2-6 years)
We know big changes happen during this time like increased independence and more curious questions. When our toddlers are ready to move into the Kowhai room they are supported with transition visits whereby our educators welcome each toddler with open arms and patience. The environment is prepared to entice children’s curiosity and exploration where testing, trying and challenge is valued. We support childhood learning with a curriculum that is developmentally appropriate and supportive of all children during this age of discovery and wonder.
Our Preschool programme provides opportunities throughout the day for children to be involved in contributing to the curriculum, helping to make decisions about what is set up, and sharing their ideas to slowly prepare our little ones for their next learning adventure. The room is full of challenges for our children to grow and spread their wings. Tamariki are encouraged to care for others, the environment and their own property and are supported to understand their growing sense of responsibility for themselves and the world around them.

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                        
                        We proudly operate our own Busy Bees Kawatiri centre van, allowing us to help support both new and existing whānau who require assistance with transport to and from the centre. We also utilise this awesome resource for excursions out and about in our local Westport community!

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                        
                        Curriculum
We are guided by New Zealand’s bi-cultural curriculum Te Whāriki and acknowledge that children learn through play as well as planned experiences. Children will have opportunities to interact with and explore their environment, the people within it and be guided by teachers that recognise that play, problem-solving and exploration are important and valued ways of learning. Tamariki have the freedom to explore their own creativity and engage in experiences that foster this.
Passionate Teachers
We have a talented group of kaiako who have been selected based on their experience and passion within the Early Learning field, their professional knowledge of teaching and nurturing tamariki as well as their philosophy of education and knowledge of child development. Kaiako build meaningful, respectful relationships with tamariki and their whānau and work in partnership regarding all aspects of childrens’ learning, interests, goals and holistic development.
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                                        The First 5 Years of Learning in Early Childhood Education 

                                    

                                    
                                        
                                            The first five years of a child’s life are incredibly significant and influential, not just for thei…
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                                        The Importance of Choosing the Right Childcare Centre

                                    

                                    
                                        
                                            Whether months or years, your child was largely with you for the first part of their life – and now …
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                                        The Importance of Outdoor Play

                                    

                                    
                                        
                                            Outdoor play is one of the most important parts of a child’s development and education. It encourage…
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                                        Benefits of Messy Play

                                    

                                    
                                        
                                            At Busy Bees Early Education Centres, messy play is an essential aspect of children's development, a…
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                                        Risky Play in Early Childhood Education

                                    

                                    
                                        
                                            Risky Play in Early Childhood Education

Risky play means the type of play that children see as exci…
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                                Always greeted with a smile at the door, welcoming and my daughter loves it at Busy Bees Kawatiri. The teachers are accommodating to her needs with good communication between the teacher and myself.
                            

                            
                                Parent Feedback
                            

                        

                    
                        
                            
                                Excellent experience and care, would highly recommend. Great staff and a lovely place for the little ones to grow and get messy as well as learn.
                            

                            
                                Parent Feedback
                            

                        

                    
                        
                            
                                Amazing, supportive, understanding and caring teachers. They are an amazing 2nd family to most of us at Busy Bees Kawatiri. I trust them all with my babies and have always felt heard and supported throughout our time here. Id happily recommend them to anyone.
                            

                            
                                Parent Feedback
                            

                        

                    
                        
                            
                                Cayson loves coming in each day, the transition has been smooth and comfortable for both me as a parent and Cayson as a single child learning alongside other children.
                            

                            
                                Parent Feedback
                            

                        

                    
                        
                            
                                Friendly and helpful staff. Caregivers seem to really care for the children. My children learn while having fun and they even want to stay longer.
                            

                            
                                Parent Feedback
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